Hearing the Music

By Jody Hoffman

God wants to play His beautiful music in the story of our lives.  I admit that I have been guilty of thinking that when all is well I am being blessed, and when all is not well, I am not blessed. That is the wrong measuring stick! If you are walking in Him and delighting in His word, you may or may not have “good” circumstances, but they are all GOD circumstances. They are what I am calling the music. Have you seen the movie August Rush? It is an amazing movie. I knew this movie in part before it was written or made into a movie because God had already written it in me.  I never took the time to understand and articulate my story. When I saw it on film, it made me cry--it put into words and story an inner world – a story that I had never developed.  A story that I had spoken to myself that I never knew anyone else was aware of. 

What if the stress in the story of your life is what produces music? What if we let our circumstances hang on truth and let God be God and let His music be heard? We tend to think tension and stress is bad. But think-- what if it was necessary? What if we are the instrument, and the circumstances are the strings, and there must be some tension to produce the sound that reveals God to others?  His music draws people to Him. When circumstances are strung on truth, it is in tune and able to sound great.  But strung on self, the music is flat.  Strung on law, and the music is sharp.  Neither is attractive to those around it. When circumstances are strung on truth, they are powerful. They are like music that attracts a crowd. 

I do believe there is music God is trying to play in the wonderful story of your life. In the disciples’ lives, He allowed circumstances that would reveal Himself and His Father to them. Was it only in good times he revealed Himself? No. There were times when life was good, and they were blessed.  Think of the wedding where Jesus turned the water into wine. But if you think about it, it was mostly in their neediness that God revealed himself to them. No food? No problem.  Jesus fed over 5,000 people! Blind? Sick? Lame? I’d say those were less than favorable circumstances. Maniac living in the tombs?  Certainly not the circumstances you’d chat about before you go to sleep at night. Yet it was in each of those circumstances that God was most revealed. It is not recorded that He made large noses smaller or heavy thighs thinner-- (although we could get quite a crowd for these sort of things now-a-days!) He could most certainly, but it is full-out-hard-circumstances of near death circumstances that we see Him be mighty. Not the little cat stuck in the tree sort of “crisis”. No it is Zacchaeus up there-- a no good thieving, conniving slime bucket sort of circumstance man that is transformed into a follower of Jesus. In Paul’s life the same--not easy, but definitely God. In shipwrecks and beatings and imprisonment.  It’s not that he was living in sin. It’s that God was revealed in those ways through him and to him—and to us! 

For that matter Jesus Himself had both good and bad circumstances--and He was continually in the Father’s will. He experienced both the good and the bad. In the triumphal entry, the people shouted, “Make Him King! Hosanna--save now! We believe you can rescue and heal and feed us---do it now, in our way on our command”. Of course, He was not there to people please but to do the will of His Father.  So just days later, they cried out, “Crucify Him, kill Him, He won’t save us! Kill him--He is holding out on us. He is not doing what and how we want--hang him!”

We are abhorred at the crowd. Don’t they get it? Can’t they see who He is? Do they not see His power? Nope. And neither do we. He is not doing what we want Him to do either. Circumstances are less than perfect--look at all the people who have cancer. Tumors in children, young fathers with heart attacks, abandoned children, woman in slavery, joblessness, and high fuel costs. In the crucifixion, He would reveal not only His power over disease but also His power over death itself. Aren’t you glad that His comfort was not more important than the Father’s will?  That kind of messes with our personal theology. Then that means God is not as interested in our comfort as much as He is in His will too. It doesn’t feel as good or fit as well when it is our circumstances and us. So if we measure our circumstances by our will instead of God’s will, therein lies the conflict. That may be our discouragement in our circumstances. Not that God is not present and working--He just has different criteria than we do. His will and His glory - not my will and my glory. Oh shoot. I am the problem after all. Don’t you kind of wish inside that He would do what YOU wanted. You know you really don’t want that--what kind of a scary God would that be listening to such flawed creatures?

It is THROUGH and IN the very circumstances arranged in your life right now that God IS at work and it is for your good and HIS glory. Just because your circumstances are not good does not mean that God is not good. He has the desire to tune you up to play His song on and in you. He desires to spill you out, connect you with others, and comprise a whole orchestra among us. Satan wants to keep you like Peter Pumpkin Eater’s wife--in a shell - isolated, alone, and miserable. Ready for the next feeding frenzy at any time. Satan’s desire is to use your circumstances to ruin you, embitter you, isolate and paralyze you. That’s what he does; that is what he is known for. 

Jesus came to give you LIFE – abundant life!  He seeks your good in those circumstances that are designed for you to see your need of Him time after time.

So how do we stay in tune? How do we keep remembering that God is the Musician, and He is the One to choose the score and what instrument we are and when and where in the piece we play and when we are silent? I think it may be Philippians 4:8 Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. It is His song that must be heard.  It is HIM in us that attracts the lost--it is the blend and beauty of it all. For all we know, this may be the grand finale!

May God play his music on the strings that have been measured and strung on the truth of His Word.  May your circumstances be the notes by which other hear and see the music of God in your life.

