

Grace Student Missions 2008
Philosophy and Purpose

Missions at Grace Fellowship Church is not a program, it is a philosophy.  Incorporating Matthew 28:19, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations," Grace Fellowship actively supports the teaching and training of missionaries worldwide.  Just in 2007 alone, over 100 high school short term missionaries have been sent into the mission field.  In order to most fully obey Psalm 78:6 to teach our children God's truth, deeds, power and wonders, abundant opportunities are available for students of Grace Fellowship to experience going and sharing the gospel of Christ.  Not only do we go to serve in order to be the hands and feet of Jesus, but scripture confirms that it is a source of joy to serve and teach others.


With these thoughts in mind, the Grace Student Missions staff will be leading local, regional and international mission trips during 2008.  These trips will be designated by levels. At the local and regional level, opportunities include afternoon, evening and weekend options for all ages.     International trips will consist of "open" and "selective" attendance.  "Open" are those trips where anyone is welcome to submit an application for participation. The goal of these trips is to excite youth about serving and expose them to as many opportunities as possible in order to stimulate a passion for missions.  "Selective" trips will consist of hand picked students based upon previous missions experience and work ethic traveling to areas that might require the student to be flexible in regards to comfort, amenities and amount of preparation and work expected while there.  The last level to be offered is for that graduating senior or rising college freshman to experience missions as an intern among worldwide mission agencies and projects.  These experiences will be created by the individual student with assistance from our missions staff at Grace.


With these thoughts in mind, join us today in exploring what opportunities are available to the youth at Grace in not only reaching people in our own neighborhood but in our Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

Kenny Schmitt

Grace Youth Missions Pastor

Money

How much will it cost?

Each student and adult participant will be responsible for raising each individual trip fee (deposit included) for his or her participant expenses. The majority of this total goes to airfare and travel expenses. The remainder of the expenses will be used to finance food and lodging, materials, airport tax and our conference efforts.  

How do I raise money?  


Work, Sacrifice, and then Support (in that order) PLUS

Church Investment (work service days)  AVAILABLE ONLY TO STUDENT PARTICIPANTS

Grace will sponsor 4 workdays for SBE and 8 workdays for SPP.  After participating in 4 workdays and attending the required team meetings, each student’s SBE or SPP fund will be credited with $50 per workday.  These sponsorships will be made available to everyone who desires to positively impact our youth.  

Raising support 


Each student will be encouraged to mail out a support raising letter to people that they know.  This is one of the best ways to incorporate the  idea of some sending and some going.


There will also be Missions gift cards made available for purchase at the church.  These gift cards can be purchased in any amount to be then redeemed for credit towards your missions trip costs.

Each sponsor receive updates on trip progress to see and hear how their participation helped someone know Christ, share Christ and see His work in the people around him.

Work and Sacrifice 


Because of Grace’s desire that the students truly appreciate this opportunity to go, each participant will be asked to sacrifice and work for $300 worth of their ordinary, everyday expenses such as movie tickets, visits to Starbucks, fast food trips or other non-critical budget items.  The HS leaders will be brainstorming for ways to make this fun and profitable for everyone.

How are checks handled?


Checks from supporters SHOULD BE SENT TO THE PARTIPANT’S HOME, NOT TO Grace Fellowship Church. Each participant is responsible for receiving and keeping track of any monies given by financial supporters. In other words, support checks should be sent home and not to the church. Checks may be turned into the door of the High School office in a sealed envelope with the participants name and HighSchool0804 written on the outside.  

How should checks be made out?


They should be payable to: Grace Fellowship Church. Please clearly mark these checks in the memo section to say: “(your name) and HighSchool0804”. 

Money (cont'd)

When do I need to make the first deposit…


For ticketing purposes and participation confirmation we require a $250.00 dollar deposit to be turned in no later than January 27th.  

Three notes about monies:

*You should keep a personal record of checks received: donor names and amounts given.

*If any amount above the trip cost is raised, the rest will be included in the total for extra project costs. 

*While on the project, individuals may incur expenses not covered by the general project – mainly souvenirs. We recommend you bring around $50.00-75.00 with you to cover these expenses. Note: leave a bit of room in your wallet for snacks in in your suitcase to bring back souvenirs!

What travel documents do I need?

Each participant will need a U.S. Passport valid through October 30th, 2008 for South American trips and January, 2009 for Jordan. If you currently do not have a passport you will need to apply for one through a U.S. Post office. Be sure to apply for it ASAP as it often takes weeks to arrive.


(Norcross post office is the closest) 

Will there be other meetings?

Throughout the months of January, February, and March, we will be having a series of training meetings to prepare the group for the Spring Break trip. Meetings will continue after Spring Break for the summer trips.  At these meetings, we will discuss culture, basic language, how to share your testimony, support raising, and a variety of other ministry skills. These meetings are mandatory. Anyone who will miss a meeting must clear it with the project director two weeks before the meeting. The meetings are designed to strengthen the unity of the team members through prayer and fellowship and to prepare our hearts and minds for service.

Who to Contact:

Kenny Schmitt – kenny.Schmitt@gracefellowshipchurch.com; 404-451-5526

Rob Grose – rob.grose@gracefellowshipchurch.com; 404.579.5551
Elizabeth Hawkins – Elizabeth.Hawkins@gracefellowshipchurch.com; 770-979-7000 Ext 119

	
	

	
	

	
	



