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Preface
  The conversation simulated below happens on an airplane.  It is very similar to a conversation I had several years ago with a high school biology teacher.  The setting has been updated to March 2004 about 8:00 am.  The flight is to Orlando Florida from Denver Colorado and a little over three hours long.  The teacher’s name is Sarah, the believer’s name is Matt.  After getting on  the plane and exchanging some pleasantries she takes a nap.  After waking up she observes Him reading His Bible and they begin a conversation.

Conversation
 Matt: That was a long nap, you must have been very tired.

Sarah: I was, I got up so early to get through security at the airport.

Sarah: Are you going home or traveling from it?

Matt: I’m going home, how about you?

Sarah: I am going as far as Chicago, that is where I live.

Matt: I love Chicago, kinda cold in the winter but I love the town.  The Cubs look good this year.
Sarah: Yes, we are going to blow up the cursed baseball.  I see you are reading your Bible, maybe you could pray for them and lift “the curse”.

Matt: (laughs)  What they need is some clutch hitting, of course prayer never hurts.

Sarah: Do you mean like “good luck” or feelings  or you really believe in prayer?

Matt: I mean like it only makes sense to spend time with God.

Sarah:  What do you mean by that?  How can you “spend time with God”?  I mean I am sitting next to you, not God.  I am not trying to be offensive, it’s just that is sounds so ....

Matt: unnatural?

Sarah:  Yes, now that you mention it.  I am a high school biology teacher and I just left a conference where we learned some of the newest facts about evolution.  Again, I am not trying to be offensive, but how can you believe something that has obviously been proven false? It seems as ridiculous as blowing up the baseball, it’s a fun community thing, but I agree with you about the hitting.
Matt: I’m not offended, it’s a good question.  As a matter of fact it is the same question I asked before I believed.

Sarah: and......

Matt:  When I was in college I had all these things thrown at me that I had never heard before.  Stuff like the Bible not being accurate, that science can prove the Bible is wrong, that there is no God, that there are no universal truths, it really made me think.

Sarah:  Why did you feel they were “thrown” at you, those are all true things, they weren’t being thrown they were simply teaching you. (demeanor being somewhat hostile)

Matt: At first I thought my emotions were a reaction to what I was being taught, that my whole worldview that I had learned at Church and from my parents was wrong.  (staying calm)  As a matter of fact I had this talk with my dad about a lot of the stuff, I thought he needed to know about it too.  He was not impressed, he said “Matt, I have witnessed God do a lot of things in my life, I don’t believe because I understand it all, I believe because i know it is true.

Sarah:  My parents are like that too, they refuse to listen to facts.

Matt: Well, it made me think, my dad is awesome, and has the most amazing faith, he is my hero, if he believes something I need to check it out.

Sarah: It’s great that you love your dad, but that does not make what he believes true.

Matt: Absolutely, great people can be wrong.  But a life that reflects the reality of what that person believes does have some validity with me.

Sarah: But was you father a scientist?

Matt:  No, he was a soldier and then a cop.

Sarah: That hardly qualifies him as an expert on the origin of life.

Matt: Well I guess that depends on if you are viewing it from biology or anthropology. (smiles) But I do remember something he said to me once.  We were out riding horses, the sun was setting with all of it’s gorgeous colors.  We stopped on a hilltop and saw this panorama of the sunset, the valley below, cattle grazing, trees reaching skyward and he looked over, smiled and said “my dad made all this”.  At the time I believed him, later in college that thought haunted me.

Sarah: Because you realized your father was wrong.

Matt: No because I could not explain what I had seen any other way.

Sarah:  I think Darwin and the National Academy of Science have taken care of that.

Matt:  How so?

Sarah:  The evidence is overwhelming, we got here through evolution.

Matt: Let’s say for a minute I agree with you, how does that explain how things got here?

Sarah:  I know you have heard of the “Big Bang Theory”

Matt:  I am not a scientist but I know that theory has it detractors in the scientific community.  I also know it does not answer the really big questions.

Sarah: What do you think those are?  That the earth is flat, or the center of the universe?

Matt: No (laughing) the Bible does not teach that?

Sarah: The Bible, who brought the Bible into this conversation?

Matt: I think you did, it is the Basis for what I believe as a Christian.  And by the way in the book of Isaiah chapter 40 it says the earth is round. But those are not my big questions.  One of them is how do you account for matter?

Sarah: Well we know that  matter was present in a highly condensed form some point in time.

Matt:  Assuming that was true, how did the matter get there?

Sarah:  And you think the Bible can answer that?

Matt: Yes I do think the Bible answers that.  The Bible says that “In the beginning was God” .   I believe that the impersonal things such as rocks, came from  the personal which is God.  I believe that because God is personal we see evidence of His personal touch all over creation.   Do you believe that the personal came from the impersonal?

Sarah: Yes, that is what evolution is.

Matt: Well if we assume evolution is true..

Sarah:  We do assume evolution is true.  Every court in the land has upheld that, every feeble attempt at trying to make creation science, which is not science, equal with evolution has failed.

Matt:  There was a time when it was illegal to view the earth as anything but the center of the solar system.

Sarah: And that was due to religious control of the courts.

Matt:  I think that is the case with our courts today, it’s just the religion has changed, but let me get back to that later.  Just because something is legal does not make it true.  Slavery was legal once, the Dred-Scott decision said that that blacks were non-persons, that did make it true. It is interesting that when we look at Darwin we now leave out the real title of his book "The Origin of Species by means of Natural Selection or the Preservation of Favored Races in the Struggle for Life"  But getting back to an assumption that evolution is true let me ask why?

Sarah: Because it is based on scientific fact.

Matt:  No I do not mean why from a standpoint of  the facts, I mean why from a philosophical frame of reference. Why would cells progress, why would matter and energy interact.

Sarah:  Because of the process of natural selection.

 Matt:  But why would it function in that way? Natural selection implies some order.  I believe life works because of design, and design would indicate a designer.   Random chance would not produce order.  

Sarah:  Because there is a system in place, a process.

Matt: But this process implies order, How did order come from disorder when the second law of Thermodynamics states that an isolated system will become more disordered with time?

Sarah: Because again there is a system, I don’t know why the system works but it does, we will probably figure it out one day through scientific method.  Stanley Miller proved in the 50’s that energy that passes through a mixture of gases can produce amino acids.  Those are the building blocks of proteins, and it is only a few steps from there to producing life.

 Matt:   The Miller-Urey experiments actually produce as many questions as answers, but let me state the main one.  This experiment shows that a designer  can produce dramatic results, but you are saying that there is not a designer.  

Sarah: I am not saying that, I’m saying we don’t know if there is a designer.

Matt:  It seems to me you are saying there is not a designer, if I were to say this plane with all it’s hydraulics, jet engines and carpet just got here by random chance you would say I was crazy.  But even more you would say you would never fly on the plane. You would not trust your life to something so random and unproven

Sarah: But you are talking about a material substance, I am talking about life.

Matt: Which is more difficult to make, life or a plane, has  anyone ever made an eye than can interact with the nerves so someone can see?

Sarah:  These are different categories, one day we may find that the answer to sight is very simple.  

Matt: Yes, but you are basing your life today on what we know today and what we know today is we cannot make an eye that works in the human body

 Sarah: You are confusing the issue, we know evolution is true, we have a fossil record, we have proof.

Matt: How much do you know about the fossil record , have you actually studied it?

Sarah: Yes, I have read several reports and books on the subject.

Matt: You have read interpreted data, data that was collected and reported with a presupposition in mind on the part of the researcher.  

Sarah: But I believe that evolution is true based not the evidence.

Matt: You believe evolution is true today, you said that we may learn something tomorrow that could change what we know today.  If that is true why do we only look at one possible system? .  I think there is another reason evolution is taught as the only model,  I think it is because  it is the only viable option to a designer, a cause, creator, a God.  We know that it takes DNA code, nucleus cell wall,  energy, and a  correct environment for a cell to be produced, where did all of that material and order come form if we are only dealing with raw matter and no energy?

Sarah: There was energy, that is what produced the reaction with the gases that created amino acids and eventually a protein and eventually life.

Matt: And where did that energy come from?

Sarah: Maybe from the first cause or whatever you want to call God, but that does not prove Jesus is true.

Matt: By Jesus is true, do you mean that that he is the Messiah or that he existed?

Sarah: I assume he existed but Bible scholars have said the Bible is not without sufficient errors and contradictions so how can you say you really know what he is like?

Matt: What evidence would you be willing to accept for me to prove to you that the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection were real events?

Sarah: Something reliable and verifiable.

Matt: By that do you mean I could use recognized rules of logic and literary criticism to authenticate the Bible?

Sarah: You also need to account for the crusades, Jim and Tammy Baker and the rest of the hypocrisy in the Church.  There are a lot of very moral people that are not Christians and frankly they are generally a lot more kind and fun.

Matt: Wow that was a lot to prove. Let me write those down or at least give them to me one by one.

Sarah: Ok the Crusades, a lot of people died for a religious cause

Matt: I don’t support the crusades, I do not think the Bible tells us to take the world by physical force, but by love, sacrifice and the witness of what God has done in our lives.

Sarah: Religion kills people, look at 9-11, Iraq and Bosnia.

Matt: People kill people, a lot of people have died in the last 100 years because of atheism as well, like in Stalin’s regime and Hitler’s.

Sarah: Hitler was a Christian.

Matt:  What do you think makes someone a Christian?

Sarah: I don’t know exactly but Hitler was all about Jesus and religious relics and he hated the Jews because they put Jesus to death.

Matt: The Swastika was an ancient Hindu symbol, not a Christian one. 

Sarah: But they said we should kill Jews because they killed Jesus.

Matt: Where have you gotten that information?

 Sarah: It has been all over the news

Matt: It seems that a Christian would be someone who desires to be like Christ. Have you read the teachings of Christ?

Sarah: Yes, a few times.

Matt: Can you find anything in them that looks like what Adolph Hitler believed?

Sarah: No

Matt: You mentioned the Bakers and hypocrisy, Do you know Jim Baker wrote a book called “I was wrong”.  Besides, the fact that people do not live up to what the Bible teaches does not disprove it.  It only proves our need for God. Morality does not equal redemption, that is the biggest difference between Christianity and all other religions.  Christianity is not based on our good works, but God’s.  As for Christians being weird, some are.  Salvation does not make us cool, I think Jesus was very cool though.  The people that followed him were from every aspect of life.  Religious scholars, tax collectors and women who found in him amazingly different from every other man they had known.  But if you want to know the kind of people who were closest to Jesus watch “The Perfect Storm”.  Those fishermen were the kind of people that walked and lived with Jesus.  Those kind of guys do not hang out with somebody that is weird.

 Sarah: I think a need for God is just a way to blame someone else for your problems. It is a crutch for weak people.

Matt:  We live in a nation where people everywhere show us they are weak, look a the bars in the airport, look at the number of people on psychiatric medication in America, we are weak.  I am not blaming God for my failings, I am relaying on him to forgive me.

Sarah: That is so irrational, how could  someone forgive you that you have not wronged, you need forgiveness from the innocent people you have wronged, not from God.

Matt: But we have wronged God.  If there is a cause or a designer then does it not make sense that he could tell his creation how to live.  He would set the rules.  And if they were broken, he could determine the punishment.

Sarah: That is a lot of what ifs but, that does not prove Jesus is anything.

Matt: The what it's are not what ifs to me.  I have proofs I base each of them on, but you do not believe all of the proofs I believe.  

Sarah: Science is about proof, Christianity is religion.

Matt: Christianity is about a relationship, not a religion.  It is about a living person who is God. I also believe because I know this person he is not a religious concept to me, he is real and alive.

Sarah: Jesus was killed in about 30 AD,  you believe in the resurrection too?

Matt: Yes I do, it is the central feature of the Christian faith, without it Jesus is just a liar.

Sarah: Why do you say that?

Matt: Because he claimed he would rise from the dead.  Like in  Matthew 20:17-19 let me show you what it says in my Bible.

  17 As Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside privately and told them what was going to happen to him. 18 "When we get to Jerusalem," he said, "the Son of Man will be betrayed to the leading priests and the teachers of religious law. They will sentence him to die.  19 Then they will hand him over to the Romans to be mocked, whipped, and crucified. But on the third day he will be raised from the dead."  NLT

 Paul says in I Corinthians 15 that without the resurrection then we are all just wasting our time. 

  17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless, and you are still under condemnation for your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ have perished! 19 And if we have hope in Christ only for this life, we are the most miserable people in the world. 20 But the fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead. He has become the first of a great harvest of those who will be raised to life again.  NLT

 Paul also gives very specific evidence about the resurrection earlier in that chapter. 

3 I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me--that Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, as the Scriptures said. 5 He was seen by Peter and then by the twelve apostles. 6 After that, he was seen by more than five hundred of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died by now. 7 Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles. 8 Last of all, I saw him, too, long after the others, as though I had been born at the wrong time. 9 For I am the least of all the apostles, and I am not worthy to be called an apostle after the way I persecuted the church of God.  NLT

Sarah: If you believe the Bible then that is impressive, but I do not.

Matt: But the Bible is far more well-established than the works of Plato or Aristotle. There are a lot of great websites that illustrate this point.  You might want to check out  a guy named Ravi Zechariahs, he ahs some great information on the Bible and it’s accuracy.

Sarah: There are a lot of websites that refute the bible too, it is so full of contradictions.

Matt: There are things about it I don’t understand, but I disagree about the contradictions, I find it with an incredibly succinct message...that being redemption and the Glory of God.  But just for the sake of argument we can look at some other evidence outside the Bible.  

Sarah: I doubt that you can tell me anything that is not just a spin on the Bible, again I do not believe the Bible.

Matt: Ok, but what about  the fact that we know there was a Pontius Pilate, the guy who condemned Jesus, we know that from Roman historians.  We know the Jewish historian Josephus says that the disciples claimed to have seen Jesus after the Resurrection.  We know the Church grew quickly and was persecuted, we know that from Roman Historians who lived in the late 1st and early 2nd centuries.  

Sarah: What doe that have to do with anything.  Jim Jones got a bunch of people to kill themselves for him, people will believe anything.

Matt: You are right, sometimes people will follow lies, but the disciples, those were the guys who lived with and followed Jesus, their lives were radically different from just before the resurrection.  The Bible says they were confused when Jesus said He was going to die, after the crucification they were afraid, but after the resurrection they were what made the Jesus story fly.  They told the story in Jerusalem, the place where Jesus had been killed.  They told a story about him being alive, this is confirmed in extra Biblical sources.  If he were not alive why would they take such a risk?

Sarah: Maybe they were all delusional from grief.

Matt: But they kept telling the same story, tradition tells us that all of them were either killed or imprisoned for what they believed.  Plus if Jesus were dead, all the authorizes would have to do would be produce a corpse.  

Sarah:  But even if Jesus were resurrected that does not prove he is “God” maybe he was a ghost or something.

Matt: You are right, the resurrection does not prove who Jesus is, but the virgin birth does.

Sarah: How so?

Matt: If Jesus is born of a virgin then he is truly supernatural. It is more difficult to prove the virgin birth without the Bible, because the event could be attributed to another cause.  But 

      The historical evidences from outside the Bible match up with he  towns, the times and the people inside the Bible.   Plus there are many prophecies that match up with Jesus.  They are from the Old testament and are fulfilled in Jesus.   The Koran talks about Jesus being born of a virgin.  It is not just a Bible story.

Sarah: Let me ask you a question you have been asking me.  Why?  Why was Jesus born of a virgin, why was He crucified, and why was He resurrected?

Matt: Well  that is a great question.  In the Bible there is this story about Jesus talking to some people after the resurrection, they did not know who He was but they were talking about with had happened in Jerusalem and then it says that Jesus taught them beginning with Moses and the prophets.  The story of Jesus is not just a religions story, it is drama.  The best drama.  We see pictures of it in Genesis when there is rebellion God’s children fall by believing lies about him.  He says that one day he will crush the head of the one who started the lies.  We see in it in a father named Abraham who is ready to sacrifice his son to show his love for God, but God stops him and tells him to sacrifice a perfect ram caught by it’s thorns in a thicket.  The Bible is clear that sin brings death, but these sacrifices do not remove the curse of rebellion, they are only a temporary covering.  We see the same picture at the Jewish Passover hen death does not come to homes with he blood of the lamb on their doorposts.  We see it in the book of Isaiah chapter 53 when it talks about the plan  of God to crush his own son for the rebellion of the world. We see it in the life of Christ who goes to the cross and dies, fulfilling hundreds of Old Testament prophecies.  We see it in the book of Revelation which is a story about the worship of God and the redemption brought by ht blood of the Lamb. 

  If you believe in a god that simply shows up when we ring our God bell,  and then slips back into minuscule  insignificance when we are finished with him, then to live our lives to give him glory, to get our of bed to spend time with him, or give our lives in service to him, would truly be ridiculous.  We therefore will live anyway that we choose, and call on our butler when we need his help. But if you believe in a God that chooses to redeem those who trust in him by satisfying his holiness and justice by showing the ultimate act of love,  then that God is worthy of our lives, our sacrifices and our worship.  

  Sarah: it’s a nice story but it really doesn’t convince me of anything.

Matt: I think it’s the best story,  I think it is why we sit through the credits at movie like “Lord of the Rings, or Gladiator or Brave heart”.  Those stories are all about the cycle of relationship- rebellion-sacrifice and restoration.  That is the metanarrative of life that draws us all in and tells us that there is something bigger in life than just us.  It is the story that is in every great story.

  (The plane begins to touch down)

Matt:Look is my card, I am going to put a couple of websites on it for your to check out.  One of these is called Goodseed.com and you can get a book there that describes the process I was talking about of the greatest story.  If you want o email me with a question I would be happy to answer any question, or be honest and say I don’t know.  If you ever want me to pray about something for you let me know, it can’t hurt.

Sarah: Ok, I enjoyed talking to you.

Matt: Take care, and Go Cubs!
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