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An example of a Homiletical Bible Study

Grace Fellowship Student Ministries

Joshua 2:  Rahab  A Homiletic Bible Study

First Step:  Content-List of Topics or Events
· Joshua sends two men to spy on Jericho, they find Rahab’s house and stay there

· The King of Jericho finds out the men is there and sends orders to Rahab to send the men out.

· Rahab tells the King that the men had already left.

· Rahab hides the men on her roof.

· Rahab acknowledges that God is incredible, she tells the story of the Red Sea and other victories.

· Rahab makes a deal with the spies, to save her family.

· The men escape from Rahab’s house through the city wall.

· The men tell her to leave a scarlet rope hanging from her house

· The spies hid and then tell Joshua that the land is ready to be taken.

Second Step:  Divisions and Third Step:  Subject Sentences

· Joshua sends spies to Jericho and they hide in Rahab’s house, she protects them (1-8)

· Rahab acknowledges God’s power (9-11)

· A deal is made to protect her family and it is marked by a scarlet rope (12-24)

Fourth Step:  The Aim

God uses a prostitute to prepare the way for His people.  He can use anyone for His purpose!

Fifth Step:  Specific Applications 

1.  The Hiding.  

· Why did the men choose to hide in a prostitute’s house? What if a missionary did this today?

· How should we minister to those that are in bad reputation?

· How hard is to overcome a bad reputation?  

· What can you do to correct it?

2.  The Acknowledgement  

· What is an example of a time when people have seen an event and some praise God and some curse God?  (plane crash, cancer, etc)

· When does it seem most people acknowledge God’s power or their need for them?

· How/ when   have you been able to tell others about God’s power or work in your life?

3.  The Promise.  

· What are some ways that we guarantee a commitment today?

· What is a promise that God has made that you hold to?

· When has God blessed you because of someone else’s faithfulness?

· What does this passage tell us about whom God can use for His purposes?

 Leader’s Guide to Joshua 2

Note- we will begin with teaching and then break into groups for discussion.  We will not spend a lot of time going over the passage.  We hope to give you plenty of group time!

I.  Introduction Questions:  

a.  Who is the worst sinner you have ever seen come to Christ?

b.  What makes the crime of prostitution so despised in our culture?  Eugene Robinson seems to have faced far more public disgrace than those have with drug problems or even wife beaters.

Go over the major points of the story, the divisions, and the aim

II.  Interesting points

a.  Interesting point number one:  Was Rahab a prostitute?

There seems to be a desire among Josephus and some modern scholars (Adam Clarke) to say that Rahab was an innkeeper, not a prostitute.   The Bible texts support that she was a prostitute?  The first question is why?   Is it out of the nature of Israel for David’s great grandmother to be a prostitute Hosea?

Josephus and many writers since his time have argued that Rahab was an innkeeper. But the Hebrew word (zona), the Greek (porne) and Heb 11:31 and James 2:25 all definitely class her as a common harlot (not a (qedesha), a temple- or cult-prostitute). sparing her (cf. Matt 21:32; Luke 15:1).

Matt 21:32

32For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. NIV

Matt 1:5-6

5Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, 

Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,

Obed the father of Jesse, 

6and Jesse the father of King David.  NIV

Heb 11:31

31By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.  

NIV

James 2:25

25In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?

b.  Interesting point number two- Why a scarlet cord, it seems like it would draw attention
SCARLET

the color, is obtained from the cochineal insect, which attaches itself to the leaves and twigs of the coccifera oak; another species is raised on the leaves of the cactus ficus. The Arabic name for this insect is qirmiz, whence the word "crimson."

The crimson color from the scarlet worm was colorfast and permanet!  It was the color of blood!

Other places where we find the word scarlet

Matt 27:27-29

27Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and then twisted together a crown of

NIV    

Isa 1:18

"Though your sins are like scarlet,

they shall be as white as snow;

though they are red as crimson,

they shall be like wool. 

NIV

c.  Interesting point number three   the same acts of God which lead Rahab to belief and conversion to Rahab cause fear in others but not a turning to God.

Luke 8:37

37Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left. NIV

�




















