CONSTITUTION

OF

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

The church shall be committed to the authority of Scripture, the Lordship of Christ, the great commission and to one another.  The Constitution is recognized to be the work of men's hands and its purpose is to facilitate harmony and provide order.

ARTICLE 1

NAME

The name of this church shall be Grace Fellowship Church.

ARTICLE 2

PURPOSE

The church shall exist to glorify God above all else by seeking to know Him, worshipping publicly and privately, loving one another, and seeking to make disciples of all people.

ARTICLE 3

ORGANIZATION AND INCORPORATION

This church shall be a self-governing church; the authority of this church derives from the Lord Jesus Christ and shall be vested in its membership, governed through its appointed officers and according to this Constitution.

The title to the property and buildings, and the ownership of all church equipment, is vested in the membership.

The legal organization of this church is specified in The Articles of Incorporation, which are included herein by reference.

ARTICLE 4

AFFILIATION AND FELLOWSHIP

Inasmuch as there is need for Christians to have fellowship with others and for strengthening the stand of Bible-believing churches in this nation, this church shall have fellowship with other Bible-believing churches and individuals of like faith.

ARTICLE 5

STATEMENT OF FAITH

We believe:

A.
The Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired Word of God, without error in the original writings, the only complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men, and the Divine and final authority for Christian faith and life.

B.
In one God, Creator of all things, existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C.
That Jesus Christ is true God and true man, having been born of the Virgin Mary.  He died on the cross as a sacrifice for our sins according to the Scriptures.  Further, He arose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven, where, at the right hand of the Majesty on High, He is now our High Priest and Advocate.

D.
That the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, and during this age to convict men, regenerate the sinner, in-dwell, guide, instruct, and empower the believer for godly living and service.

E.
That man was created in the image of God but fell into sin, and is therefore lost; and only through regeneration by the Holy Spirit can salvation and spiritual life be obtained.

F.
That the shed blood of Jesus Christ and His resurrection provide the only ground for justification and salvation for all who believe, and only such as receive Jesus Christ are born of the Holy Spirit, and thus become children of God.

G.
That water baptism by immersion and the Lord's Supper are ordinances to be observed by the Church during this present age. They are, however, not to be regarded as means of salvation.

H.
That the true Church is composed of all such persons, who through saving faith in Jesus Christ, have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit and are united together in the body of Christ, of which He is Head.

I.
That only those who are thus members of the true Church shall be eligible for membership in the local church.

J.
That Jesus Christ is the Lord and Head of the Church, and that every local church has the right under Christ to decide and govern its own affairs.

K.
In the pre-millennial and imminent coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and that this "Blessed Hope" has a vital bearing on the personal life and service of the believer.

L.
In the bodily resurrection of the dead; that is, the resurrection of the believer to everlasting blessedness and joy with the Lord, and the resurrection of the unbeliever to judgment and everlasting conscious punishment.

ARTICLE 6

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1
The Purpose of Membership

The New Testament presents a picture of individuals who, once committed to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, identified themselves with and committed themselves to a particular local body.  In order to implement the principles of accountability and commitment to the local body of Christ, as defined in the New Testament and practiced in the early churches, this church recognizes the need for formal membership. We also recognize that the body of Christ includes every regenerated believer, whether member of this church or not.

Section 2
Qualifications for Membership

Any person desiring to unite with this church shall:

A.
Have come to faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

B.
Seek to be discipled and to be disciple makers and seek to live a godly life.

C.
Be baptized according to the pattern set forth in the New Testament.

D.
Express a willingness to submit to and minister within the framework of the Statement of Faith and Constitution of this church.

E.
Agree to support this church with prayers, faithful attendance, and systematic giving as taught in the Word of God.

F.
Not be under discipline by any other Christ-honoring, Bible-believing church.

Section 3
Procedure for Receiving Members

A.
The candidate for membership shall submit to the Elders his application on the form provided by the church for this purpose.

B.
The candidate shall be examined by the Elders or their representative.

C.
Upon satisfactory examination, the applicant shall be recommended to the Elder Board for a vote of acceptance.

D.
Any dissenting vote shall require re-examination with the reason for the dissenting vote requested; the decision of the Elder Board shall be final.

Section 4
Termination of Membership

A.
By death.

B.
Any member for any reason may request to have his membership canceled and his name erased from the roll.

C.
By church discipline (see Article 7).

D.
Membership may be revoked by a majority vote of the Elder Board.

ARTICLE 7

DISCIPLINE

To safe-guard the testimony of this church, the Elders shall have responsibility to discipline any person who has submitted to the authority and spiritual leadership of this church, and whose life or teaching is in continual disobedience to the Word of God.

The purpose of discipline shall be to remedy the wrong, restore the erring one, preserve the purity and testimony of the church, and maintain the blessing of God upon the endeavors of this church.

All discipline shall be administered by the Elders according to the pattern established in the Bible (Mt. 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1; 1 Cor. 5:1-13).  We teach this pattern to be as follows:

1.
Determine if a sin has been committed;

2.
Go to the individual privately;

3.
Go to the individual plurally, with the elders;

4.
If there is no repentance, notify the congregation of the sin;

5.
Break Christian fellowship with the individual and treat him/her as an unbeliever, until repentance.

Because of 1 Corinthians 6:1-8, we, the people of Grace Fellowship Church, will not pursue legal action or sue the elders or church staff in connection with the performance of their official duties.

ARTICLE 8

GOVERNMENT

Section 1
Authority

The authority of this church derives from the Lord Jesus Christ and shall be vested in its membership, governed through its appointed officers and according to this Constitution .

Section 2
Congregational Business Meetings

A.
There shall be an annual business meeting of the Church.  Special meetings may be called by the Elder Board, or one-fourth of the church membership.  All specially called business meetings must be announced two Morning Worship Services prior to the business meeting, or all resident members must be duly notified.

B.
In all business meetings the presence of one-tenth of the members in good standing, who are eighteen years of age or older, shall constitute a quorum.  An affirmative vote by a majority thereof shall be required, except when calling a pastor, or making an amendment to this Constitution.  (see Article 8, Section 3, Paragraph B, Division 3; and Article 12, Paragraph 3)

C.
Voting privileges (nominations, motions, and voting) at business meetings shall be limited to members in good standing who are eighteen years of age or older.

D.
An Elder shall act as chairman in all business meetings.

E.
If a vote is required, a secret ballot vote may be requested in any business meeting by any member qualified to vote.

F.
Parliamentary procedures shall be followed unless otherwise stated in this constitution.

Section 3
Church Officers

A.
Elders

1.
The Elder Board may also be identified as Elders.

2.
The Elder Board is accountable to God, one another and the congregation.

3.
The Elder Board members will be elected to a three-year term.

4.
Elders have the ultimate responsibility for the spiritual oversight of this church and the shepherding of the congregation.  They plan and execute the spiritual affairs and provide leadership in the work of the ministry.

5.
Elder candidates may be suggested by the congregation and Elders shall be nominated by the Elder Board.  The nominees shall be confirmed by affirmative majority vote by the membership of this Church and shall meet the spiritual qualifications set forth in the Word of God (1 Tim. 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9).  As God provides, qualified men shall be appointed as Elders.  All Elders are subject to the church's disciplinary procedures (See Article 9).

6.
All Elder Board members shall serve as ex-officio members of all committees and may or may not attend all meetings, as they deem necessary. 

7.
An Elder may be removed from the Elder Board by an affirmative majority vote by a quorum of either the membership of the Congregation or the Elder Board.

B.
Senior Pastor

1.
Some Elders give more time to the spiritual leadership than others and are called to fill more demanding responsibilities.  They are worthy of "double honor" (monetary compensation - 1 Tim. 5:17), and are commonly called pastors.  The senior Pastor is an Elder fulfilling a teaching ministry. 

2.
The Senior Pastor shall be a continuous member of and accountable to the Elder Board.

3.
The Senior Pastor shall be called by the action of the membership in a duly called business meeting of the congregation.  A three-fourths majority vote by a quorum of the membership of the Congregation shall be required to call a Pastor.

4.
The Senior Pastor's primary responsibility shall be the preaching of the Word of God and prayer.

5.
The Senior Pastor shall provide leadership and vision to the congregation.

6.
The Senior Pastor shall be responsible for the oversight, and with advice and counsel of the Elder Board, hiring and dismissal of all staff.

7. The Elder Board may remove the Pastor for doctrinal heresy or moral failure without a vote of the Congregation.

8.
In the absence of a Senior Pastor the Elder Board may appoint an interim for a maximum of six months.

C.
Any tenure of office or elected position may be terminated at any time by resignation or discipline.

Section 4
Regular Business of the Church

A.
The regular business of the church shall be conducted by the active Elders.  Full minutes of all meetings shall be kept and made available.

B.
It is the responsibility of the Elder Board to prepare an annual budget for the church and have that budget approved by the voting membership.

C.
It shall be the responsibility of the Elder Board to receive all moneys and keep an accurate account of all such moneys received and disbursed in accordance with the budget. They shall give a report of the treasury to the congregation on a regular and timely basis.

D.
The Elder Board is authorized to spend money as approved by the budget. Any total budget expenditure of more than ten percent over the budget shall require a special business meeting announced for at least two weeks.

E.
The Elder Board shall be the executive body of the congregation in its dealings with all outside organizations.  They shall exercise supervision over the general work of the Church and organizations within the Church, to include appointment to such offices as Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary.

F. 
Elders shall meet as required to plan and execute the spiritual affairs of the Church and provide leadership in the work of the ministry.

G.
Except as provided for in the approved budget, the Elders shall not encumber with loan, buy, sell, or transfer any major property or real estate involving the Church without authority from the Congregation.  That authority shall be granted by a three-fourths affirmative majority vote, by a quorum of the membership of the Congregation, at a meeting the notice of which shall be given no less than two Morning Worship Services (or fourteen [14] day, whichever time is greater) before such vote.

H.
The Elder board shall be the official representatives to act for the Church in all legal business transactions

I.
The Elder Board is to be composed of not less than five members.  The presence of at least fifty-one per-cent (51%) of the members of the Elder Board at any meeting shall constitute a quorum to conduct the business of the Elder Board.
J.
Any individual serving in any capacity, upon retiring from his office or position, shall be required to relinquish any and all church records of any description, which shall be in his possession, to his successor or to the Elder Board.

Section 5
Nominations and Elections

A.
The currently active Elder Board shall nominate additional Elders as God provides qualified men.

B. The nominated individuals will be placed before the congregation for their appointment, to be recognized and concluded by vote.

ARTICLE 9

CONTINUANCE

Inasmuch as many have given of their time and energy in the establishment of this work, and churches and individuals across the country have given of their moneys that this church might be founded upon sound Scriptural principles, it is hereby provided that in the event of division within the church over these principles and doctrines, the church and its property shall remain in the possession and control of those who adhere to these principles and doctrines, as set forth in this Constitution.  Grace Fellowship Church, a non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the State of Georgia, shall be considered as a competent authority in interpreting said principles and doctrines.

ARTICLE 10

DISSOLUTION

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall ever inure to the benefit of any donor, member, or officer of the corporation or any private individual; and no donor, member, or officer of the corporation or any private individual shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any of the corporation’s assets.  Upon dissolution, any assets of the corporation shall be conveyed as determined by a congregational meeting, provided said conveyance complies with Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

ARTICLE 11

ORDINATION

Grace Fellowship Church shall have the authority to ordain to the ministry such men as have a desire, can give a satisfactory account as to their conversion, call to the ministry, and preparation for the same.  All Ordinations must meet Scriptural qualifications, be approved by the Senior Pastor and the Elder Board.

ARTICLE 12

AMENDMENTS

This Constitution shall not be changed at any time in the future by any amendment to any article or provision of this Constitution in violation of the spirit and principle of this Constitution wherein it provides for the complete autonomy and self-government of this church or the Statement of Faith herein contained; but this Constitution may be otherwise amended by the action of a quorum of the membership of the Congregation for such purpose.

Written notice of any proposed amendment must be given to the membership of the Congregation at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting at which such action is to be taken.

Amendments to the Constitution shall require an affirmative vote by a three-fourths majority of the quorum of the membership of the Congregation at the meeting called for such purpose.

Adopted by the Grace Fellowship Church Congregation

September 27, 1998
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